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Information for students and teachers at the Faculty of Theology

“During studies and exams, the student must comply with the rules concerning academic honesty.” 

(From the Rules Concerning Disciplinary Measures towards Students at the University of Copenhagen. 20 October 2004. 2 (1))

Good academic practice 

Academic honesty and good academic practice are not only expected of the university’s academic staff. Students are also subject to this demand. It applies to every aspect of the university’s academic activities and there must be no doubt about its importance and value.

Exactly what good practice is, in an academic context, is not easy to determine. A short definition could be to carry out work in such a way, that it is possible for others to check and verify it. Another requirement is transparency. It must be apparent to others on what you base your arguments and theories. Misguidance concerning one’s own work and results is unacceptable.

The reproduction of the ideas and thoughts of others

In academic work, the ideas and thoughts of others are often reproduced, either because authors wish to make them their own or wish to distance themselves from them. At every level of university work, reference plays a central role.

A reference must be loyal. That means that the idea or text referred to should be represented as accurately as possible. It also means that the author’s rights to important points and phrasing referred to in the text must be respected. Quotations must be placed properly within quotation marks, cited fully and followed by a source reference, crediting the author for the points and wording used from the text in question. When using foreign sources, sentences or paragraphs must be meticulously translated, if translated into Danish. Here, authors as well as the translator must be credited. Rules concerning quotations and references also apply to any material used from the Internet. The use of points and wording of others in no way detracts from the value of the work. However, regardless of whether the author is a first-year student or a highly qualified professor, the sources of pearls of wisdom must be revealed.

Exam cheating

One can, as a student, infringe the requirements of good academic practice in many different ways. One way is to cheat in an oral or written exam or in any piece of written work.

Cheating is any attempt to pass off others’ ideas or works as one’s own. In oral exams, cheating might consist of using forbidden aids in the preparation period. According to disciplinary regulations, academic dishonesty or cheating occur, “when, through forgery, plagiarism, non-disclosure or any other way, a person’s performance or results are misleading, or when another student is hereby assisted” (cf. 2 (2)) Cribbing is also considered cheating. This also applies if it occurs when a student is pressed for time in a written exam.

Exam cheating in the form of cribbing may occur even when there is no conscious attempt, on the part of the student, to cheat. Fraudulent quotations and the hidden reproduction of material may be considered as cheating, even if a student has acted “in good faith”.

Avoid cheating

In cases where a teacher or external examiner suspects cheating (e.g. in the form of cribbing), the Director of Studies must investigate the case. If the suspicion is confirmed, the situation must be reported to the Dean. S/he can then settle the case, either by dismissing it or giving the student a reprimand. The Dean can also put the case before the Rector. The Rector can implement sanctions by: giving the student a reprimand, disqualifying the student in question from the particular exam or simply expelling the student from the university, either temporarily or permanently. The Rector deals with about 25 cases of cheating every year. Unfortunately, theology students also figure in this statistic. A typical sanction for cheating in exams at the University of Copenhagen is expelling the student for a period of six months.

Therefore, the Board of Studies would strongly urge all students to commit to memory the regulations concerning good practice in an academic context. It is worth emphasising that the regulations apply to every single oral or written exam or assignment: from term papers in the early semesters of a bachelor’s degree to exam assignments and dissertations in the final semesters of a master’s degree.
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