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1 Introduction: The Master Programme The Religious Roots of Europe 
at the University of Copenhagen 

 

1.1 The Consortium 
The Master Programme The Religious Roots of Europe is offered by a 
Consortium of institutions at five host universities working together for the 
purpose of running this Programme. The five Host Institutions are: 
 

• The Faculty of Arts, Aarhus University, Jens Chr. Schous Vej 3, DK 
8000 Aarhus C, Denmark. 

• The Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen, Købmagergade 
46, DK-1150 Copenhagen K, Denmark. 

• The Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki, Vuorikatu 3, FI-
00014 University of Helsinki, Finland. 

• The Centre for Theology and Religious Studies, Lund University, 
Allhelgona Kyrkogata 8, S-223 62 Lund, Sweden. 

• The Faculty of Theology, University of Oslo, Blindernveien 9, N-
0315 Oslo, Norway. 

 
The Consortium does not matriculate (for definitions of technical terms see 
article 8) students or issue degrees. Students are admitted to the individual 
Host Institutions, and the Host Institution admitting any given student also 
issues the degree.    
 

1.2 Legislation etc. 
The Study Plan has been produced by the Study Board for Theology at the 
University of Copenhagen and approved by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Copenhagen, at 9 August 2016. 
 
The programme is offered in accordance with the Ministerial Order of 30 
June 2016 on Bachelor’s and Master’s Programmes at the Universities 
(Uddannelsesbekendtgørelsen) and the Ministerial Order of 13 March 2015 
on the International Education Activities of Universities (International 
Uddannelsesbekendtgørelse). 
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1.3 Programme Committee 
Decision-making power rests firmly with the five individual Host 
Institutions according to the rules and regulations obtaining at the 
individual institutions and in the individual countries. The general 
management and planning of the Programme are, however, (subject to 
approval by the five Host Institutions) handled by a Programme Committee 
consisting of one representative (or by a substitute) appointed by each of 
the five Host Institutions according to their own procedures, plus two 
students representing all the students under the Programme at all the five 
institutions and elected according to procedures stipulated in article 7.2.  
 

1.4 General Regulations at KUnet  
Enrolled students can find information about general rules and regulations 
concerning studies at the Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen, 
via the University’s intranet: KUnet. 
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2 Admission 
The maximum number of students to be admitted each year at individual 
Host Institutions is fixed and announced annually before the end of April in 
the academic year prior to the academic year during which the applications 
for the Programme are submitted and processed. 
 
Applicants apply, according to their own preference, for admittance at one 
of the five Host Institutions in accordance with the application procedure 
obtaining at this Host Institution and in this country. 
  
Application procedures, admission requirements and selection criteria 
follow the rules at the individual Host Institutions. 
 

2.1 Documentation 
Applicants must document (by submitting a certified transcript or bachelor 
certificate stating the subjects studied and the grades obtained) that they 
have completed or are completing a relevant bachelor’s degree and that they 
have obtained a sufficient proficiency in the specified ancient languages as 
well as in English (cf. article 2.2). Every applicant must submit a CV and a 
letter of motivation. 
 
Admission to the Programme in Theology takes place by application once a 
year (by September 1). The application deadline is April 1.  
 
The Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen, consults the 
Programme Committee before admitting students to the Programme. 
However, the final decision rests with the Faculty of Theology and any 
appeal should be made to the faculty. 
 

2.2 Entrance requirements  
The Master Programme is open to students with a bachelor’s degree with a 
major in theology, the study of religion, classical philology, classical 
archaeology, history or the equivalent. The Master Programme with its 
modules and courses progresses from the learning outcome, knowledge, 
skills and abilities obtained by the students through these bachelor 
programmes. 
 
Since the Study Plan presupposes an ability to read ancient religious texts in 
the original languages – and aims at training students further in this respect 
– but not all the mentioned bachelor degree programmes include 
compulsory ancient language training, it is specified as a prerequisite for 
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admittance to the Programme that the applicant documents a proficiency in 
at least one of the following ancient languages: Greek, Latin, Hebrew or 
Arabic, which equals the proficiency achieved by studying such a language 
in a module allotted 15 ECTS credits. Alternatively, a student can be 
admitted if she or he can document a proficiency in two of these ancient 
languages which equals the proficiency achieved by studying each of these 
languages in modules which are allotted 15 ECTS credits in total.  
 
The language of the Programme is English. Therefore, it is a final 
prerequisite for admittance that an applicant can document proficiency in 
English at the level required by the Host Institution where the applicant is 
applying. 
 
English Language Requirements 
For Danish applicants a minimum of level B is required (according to 
Danish standards). 
 
To gain admission non-Danish applicants must document qualifications on 
par with the Danish secondary school ‘English level B’. The Faculty of 
Theology, University of Copenhagen, accepts the following three ways of 
documenting this: 
 
1) English is your native language. The Faculty of Theology accepts The 
University of Purdue view that citizens of the following countries are 
exempted from taking an English Language Proficiency exam: Anguilla, 
Antigua, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Barbuda, Belize, British Virgin 
Islands, Canada (except Quebec), Dominica, Grand Cayman Islands, 
Grenada, Guyana, Irish Republic, Jamaica, Montserrat, New Zealand, St. 
Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Turks & Caicos Islands, United Kingdom: England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, & Wales and the United States of America. 
 
2) Prior studies completed in the English language/in an English speaking 
country. For example, if you have studied your bachelor degree in 
Australia, you are not required to complete an English language proficiency 
exam. Furthermore, applicants from Nordic countries (Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Finland and Iceland) do not need to provide proof of English 
language proficiency. 
 
3) Applicants with English as their second language (except Scandinavians) 
must pass an IELTS, TOEFL or Cambridge Advanced English test before 
being admitted. We accept the following tests and scores: 
IELTS-test (British Council) with a minimum score of 6.5 
Computer-based TOEFL-test with a minimum score of 213 points 



 7 

Paper-based TOEFL-test with a minimum score of 560 points 
Internet-based TOEFL-test with a minimum score of 83 points 
Language tests older than 2 years are not accepted (from the application 
deadline). 

If there are more applicants than can be admitted to the programme, the 
selection is made on the basis of the studies already completed and the 
average marks of the bachelor certificate. The CV and the letter of 
motivation will also be used as selection criteria insofar as they contain 
information about relevant academic activities. 

The selection is made on the basis of the number of ECTS-points obtained 
through studies in subjects of special relevance (religion, theology, ancient 
history, culture and language). If more applicants have obtained equal 
ECTS-points in subjects of special relevance, the selection is made on the 
basis of the highest average marks of the bachelor certificate. 

Applicants are required to provide information about and apply for credit 
transfers for examinations passed on all previous unfinished study 
programmes at the same level. This disclosure requirement applies to 
admission to the master’s programme and re-enrolment on later programme 
levels. Credit evaluations are an academic matter conducted by the Study 
Board. See § 4 of The Order on Enrolment on Master’s Programmes at 
Danish Universities. 

 

2.3 Rules for complaining about decisions of admittance 
If an applicant is not accepted into the Programme at the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Copenhagen, the applicant may appeal the decision 
to the Dean of the Faculty of Theology.  
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3 Academic profile 
 

3.1 Aim and objectives 
The final learning outcome to be attained by the student in obtaining a 
degree is defined as the aim of the Programme. In order for the student to 
reach this aim, the student must first obtain some preliminary skills and 
knowledge. These stages of the learning process on the way towards the 
final aim are defined as objectives.  
 

3.2 Aim of the Programme 
The aim of the Programme is to educate candidates with a high degree of 
specialisation in the overall subject of the Programme: the Religious Roots 
of Europe, i.e. Judaism, Christianity and Islam in their formative periods. 
The three religions have traditionally been studied more or less separately. 
Several master programmes exist in Christianity or Christian theology as 
well as in Judaism, Islam and religious studies. In contrast to these 
individual master programmes, the aspiration of the present Programme is 
to study the three religions together in their formative periods from a 
comparative perspective. Such a comprehensive study will enhance our 
understanding of contemporary Nordic, European and Western culture and 
identity, since the three religions interacting with each other have had a 
profound influence on the development of European culture and society. 
For centuries, Christianity has been the dominant majority religion; as 
minority religions, Judaism and Islam have been seen as the ‘other’ against 
which Christian European identity has been shaped. 
 

3.3 Learning outcome 
Building on the bachelor degrees of the students, this Master Programme 
aims for the students to acquire: 

• Advanced knowledge about the religious traditions at the root of 
European culture in their formative periods.  

• A deeper understanding of the formative processes of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, the parallels and differences between the 
three traditions and the interaction of their followers. 

• The ability to apply and use relevant scholarly methods and to 
understand and describe these theoretically. 

• Skills to communicate their knowledge of the subject matter and 
their theoretical insights and to transmit the acquired methods to 
others, both orally and in writing. 
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• The ability to enter into more specialised occupations, to participate 
in innovative scholarly work and to qualify for further education, e.g. 
in PhD-programmes. 

• The tools to evaluate critically the role of the three religions in 
contemporary society. 

 

3.4 Content and approach 
The three religious traditions are studied in their formative periods from a 
comparative perspective. Religious phenomena central to all three 
traditions, such as doctrines, rituals, canonical texts, myths and religious 
institutions are studied along with the relationship of the three religions to 
society, politics, law and ethics. Other topics that may be studied as part of 
the Programme include ideas of martyrdom, justification or condemnation 
of war, asceticism, religious authorities, gender issues and different 
strategies for interpreting authoritative religious texts – from literal to 
allegorical interpretative strategies. 
 
These and similar issues are studied using different approaches, including 
those drawn from history, anthropology, the social sciences, literature and 
philology. 
 
The language of the Programme is English. Teaching will be in English. 
Examinations will be conducted in English. The master’s thesis must be 
submitted in English. 
 

3.5 Degree 
A person who has completed The Master Programme The Religious Roots 
of Europe has the right to use the title Master of Arts in the Religious Roots 
of Europe (in Danish cand.mag. i Europas religiøse rødder).  
 
The Host Institution where the student is matriculated issues the diploma. 
The student is entitled to receive the diploma no later than two months (July 
not counting) after the thesis has been approved and all course requirements 
fulfilled.  
 

3.6 Discontinuation of the Programme 
If a student leaves the Programme without fulfilling the degree, she or he 
can request documentation stating which parts of the Programme (stating 
ECTS credits) the student has successfully completed and the results and 
grades from the relevant institutions. 
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If the Host Institutions decide to close the Programme, the students in the 
Programme must be informed about the date of expiry of the Programme no 
less than two years before this date.  
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4 Curriculum  
 

4.1 Terms, modules and progression 
In total, the Programme is assigned 120 ECTS credits, consisting of four 
terms of full-time study, each covering 30 ECTS credits. The Programme 
consists of modules that vary in the number of ECTS credits allotted 
(modules are marked as boxes in the figure below). The master’s thesis 
should be assessed as the final module in the Programme.  
 
The following is a schematic representation of how a student progresses 
from one term to the next: 
 
First term The Study of 

Ancient Religion 
10 ECTS 

Options: 
Interaction, Text 

or Language 
10 ECTS 

The Emergence of 
Judaism, 

Christianity and 
Islam 

10 ECTS 
Second term Options: 

Interaction, Text 
or Language 

10 ECTS 
 

Options: 
Interaction, Text 

or Language 
10 ECTS 

Options: 
Interaction, Text 

or Language 
10 ECTS 

Third term Options: 
Interaction, Text 

or Language 
10 ECTS 

Thesis 
Colloquium with 

Focus on 
Methodology and 

Theory 
10 ECTS 

The Three 
Religions in 

Contemporary 
Perspective 
10 ECTS 

Fourth term    
Master’s Thesis 

30 ECTS 

 

 
 

4.2 Teaching and travel 
The teaching of the individual courses of the Programme and the entire 
Programme itself combine distance learning, compact seminars, course 
assignments, tutorials and traditional teaching at the individual Host 
Institutions. 
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Student mobility is an essential and integrated part of the Programme. 
Students are expected to participate in compact seminars at the other Host 
Institutions and at the Nordic institutes in the Mediterranean area. As part of 
the Programme there will be two compact seminars in the first term (one of 
about two weeks and the other of about one week), two in the second (each 
about a week), and two in the third (each about a week). Travel and 
accommodation are financed by the students. These extra expenses will be 
in the order of EUR 3500 for the two years of study. The Host Institutions 
will endeavour to provide students with information on possibilities of 
obtaining financial support for travel. If special circumstances prevent a 
student from participating in compact seminars, alternative arrangements 
for teaching and examinations will be made available. A student not 
participating in a compact seminar cannot, however, choose between a 
fixed and a free examination (cf. articles 4.3 and 6.1). 
 
The individual student must complete studies equalling at least 40 ECTS 
credits, including the master’s thesis, in courses organised by the Host 
Institution at which that particular student is matriculated.  
 
Teaching is normally conducted in the periods from September to mid-
December and from February to mid-May. 
 

4.3 Content of the individual modules  
 

4.3.1 The Study of Ancient Religion  
Introduction  
This course, which begins the Programme, introduces the students to 
methods and theories in the study of ancient religion and to the 
development of Religion in the Roman Empire in its relation to society in 
the period during which Judaism, Christianity and Islam emerged. This is 
important because the Graeco-Roman culture of this period is in itself a 
constitutive element of European culture, society, identity and history. It is 
also essential since the knowledge and skills thus acquired by the student 
will constitute the foundations for subsequent discussions in other modules 
of the Programme.  
 
Objective, learning outcome 
The student will acquire:  

• Knowledge of theories for the understanding of ancient religion; the 
nature, variety and functions of religion during the period of the 
Roman Empire;     



 13 

• The skills to interpret ancient religion analytically; to compare 
salient features in different religions; to recognize, based on the 
acquired knowledge of religion in the Roman Empire, the 
transformation and continuation of religious life effected by the 
spread and eventual domination of monotheistic religions in Europe, 
the Mediterranean, and the Near East; and to adopt a critical stance 
towards the modern theories applied by scholarship and as part of 
this Programme. 

• The ability to demonstrate such skills in practice and to 
communicate such knowledge verbally and in writing. 

 
Teaching 
The teaching will combine:  

• Compact seminar, including field-excursions. 
• Tutorials. 

 
Syllabus 
Approximately 1300 pages of secondary scholarly literature and primary 
texts from antiquity read in translation. This syllabus is defined by the 
teacher before the beginning of the term (cf. article 5.9).     
 
Examination 
This module is examined through a fixed written exam in which the student 
is given seven days to write a paper of between eight and ten pages on a 
subject, question or material provided by the responsible teacher. 
 

4.3.2 The Emergence of Judaism, Christianity and Islam (10 ECTS) 
Introduction 
Like the The Study of Ancient Religion module (cf. article 4.3.1), this 
module is a compulsory module and part of the first term. Building upon 
The Study of Ancient Religion module with its emphasis on the common 
socio-political and cultural context in the Graeco-Roman world this module 
provides an overview of the emergence and early development of the three 
monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam, outlining their 
histories, central texts, beliefs, practices and interactions in the period from 
the first to the tenth century. In the course, a general historical outline of the 
period with a special emphasis on religious transformations is combined 
with studies of defining characteristics of the three religions and 
comparative analysis of central themes. 
 
Objective, learning outcome 
The student will acquire:  
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• Knowledge of the historical and cultural circumstances behind the 
rise and early formation of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  

• Skills in analysing and discussing key topics and concepts of all 
three religions from a comparative perspective, and to critically 
evaluate secondary literature in the light of a few key primary texts 
(in translation). 

• The ability to demonstrate such skills in practice and to 
communicate such knowledge in writing. 
 

Teaching 
The teaching will combine: 

• Compact seminar. 
• Tutorials. 
• Distance learning with mandatory assignments. 

 
Syllabus 
The syllabus consists of approximately 1300 pages, most of them from 
secondary scholarly literature supplemented with ancient primary texts read 
in translation. 
 
Examination 
This module is examined through a fixed written exam in which the student 
is given seven days to write a paper of between eight and ten pages on a 
subject, question or material provided by the responsible teacher. 
 

4.3.3 Options: Interaction, Text or Language  
There are five modules in each of which the student must choose one of up 
to three options: interaction, text or language. For each of these five 
modules, students – depending on their prerequisite language skills (cf. 
article 2.2) and on their interests – must choose between courses focused on 
either interaction, text interpretation, or on further training in reading and 
analysing formative religious source-texts of the three religious traditions in 
the original languages.  
 
A minimum of one Language course of at least 10 ECTS credits is 
compulsory for students with language skills equalling only the 15 ECTS 
credits stipulated as the minimum prerequisite qualification for entering the 
Programme (cf. article 2.2). If this previously acquired language skill is in 
only one language, the student should choose another language. A 
maximum of two language courses of 10 ECTS credits each can be chosen 
by each student. 
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A minimum of one Interaction course and a minimum of one Text course 
must be chosen by each student.  
 

4.3.3.1 Interaction between the Religions (10 ECTS) 
Introduction 
The one-four Interaction between the Religions modules focus(es) on the 
exchange of and/or parallelism and differences in ideas and practices. The 
main purpose of each of these modules is to study at least two religions 
together from a comparative perspective: How do they differ from each 
other? To what extent and how (if at all) did they influence each other? 
What exchanges (if any) can be seen between the different religious 
entities? etc. Students are prompted to compare at least two religions and/or 
analyse their possible interdependence with regard to ideas, theology and 
philosophy on the one hand and practices, rituals and institutions on the 
other. The twofold approach will also give students a thorough 
understanding of the importance of raising questions concerning different 
social and cultural segments.  
 
Objective, learning outcome 
The student will acquire:  

• Knowledge of differences and parallelisms between at least two of 
the three religious traditions pertaining to an important theme within 
these traditions. 

• Skills in analysing and discussing such differences and parallelisms. 
• The ability to demonstrate such skills in practice and to 

communicate such knowledge in writing both academically and to 
the general public.    

 
Teaching 
The teaching will combine: 

• Compact seminar. 
• Tutorials. 
• Distance learning. 
• A session (either a distance learning assignment, an exercise during 

the compact seminar or in a tutorial) in communication to the general 
public on the subject taught in the course. 

 
Syllabus 
The syllabus will include approximately 1300 pages of secondary scholarly 
literature and primary texts in translation. Approximately 850 of these 
pages are defined by the teacher before the beginning of the term. Students 
doing free exams choose their remaining approximately 450 pages. The 
teacher will define for the students doing a fixed exam their remaining 
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approximately 450 pages no later than one month before the deadline for 
submission of the exam paper (cf. article 5.9). 
 
Examination 
If the student has participated regularly, actively and satisfactorily in a 
course (cf. article 5.2), she or he may choose between a free and a fixed 
written examination. A student failing to fulfil these requirements must sit a 
fixed written exam. 
 In the free written examination, the student writes a paper of 
between eight and ten pages on a subject, question or material chosen by 
the student and approved by the responsible teacher. 
 In the fixed written examination, the student is given four days 
to write a paper of between eight and ten pages on a subject, question or 
material provided by the responsible teacher. 
 

4.3.3.2 Text from a Particular Religion (10 ECTS). 
Introduction 
The one-four Text from a Particular Religion modules give(s) the students 
an opportunity to focus on one of the three religions. The texts can be 
chosen from a thematic point of view or the reading can concentrate on a 
specific treatise. At the same time, since this module – or these modules – 
give(s) students an opportunity to concentrate on the study of one religion, 
it will also train the students in applying the acquired language skills. 
Finally, the module will include training in text reading methods pertaining 
to textual theory.  
 
A text course is specified in the annual list of courses as depending on 
either one or two ancient languages. Only students with proficiency in at 
least one of these specified languages can participate in such a text course.  
 
Objective, learning outcome 
The student will acquire:  

• Comprehensive knowledge of an important theme or an important 
treatise within one of the three religious traditions. 

• Skills in analysing, discussing and interpreting primary source texts.  
• The ability to demonstrate such skills and communicate such 

knowledge in writing.    
 
Teaching 
The teaching will combine: 

• Compact seminar. 
• Tutorials. 
• Distance learning. 
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Syllabus 
The syllabus will include: 

• No more than 30 pages of primary texts in one or two ancient 
languages are to be defined by the teacher. In courses with only one 
ancient language specified, this part of the syllabus is studied by all 
students. In courses with two ancient languages specified, both of 
these languages will be approximately equally represented in the 
texts defined by the teacher. The individual student may then choose 
between these two parts. 

• Approximately 1000 pages of secondary scholarly literature and 
primary texts in translation. Approximately 700 of these pages are 
defined by the teacher before the beginning of the term. Students 
doing free exams choose their remaining approximately 300 pages. 
The teacher will define for the students doing a fixed exam their 
remaining approximately 300 pages no later than one month before 
the deadline for submission of the exam paper (cf. article 5.9). 

 
Examination 
If the student has participated regularly, actively and satisfactorily in a 
course (cf. article 5.2), she or he may choose between a free and a fixed 
written examination. A student failing to fulfil these requirements must sit a 
fixed written exam. 
 
In the free written examination, the student writes a paper of between eight 
and ten pages on a subject, question or material chosen by the student and 
approved by the responsible teacher. 
 
In the fixed written examination, the student is given four days to write a 
paper of between eight and ten pages on a subject, question or material 
provided by the responsible teacher. 
 
Papers written for both the free and the fixed examination must have the 
following form:  

• A translation into English of a passage of primary text in an ancient 
language. 

• A commentary on this text. 
• A discussion of a question of relevance to the theme of the course 

based both on the translated text and on other parts of the syllabus.    
 

4.3.3.3 Language (10 ECTS) 
Introduction 
Depending upon the individual student’s previous skills in ancient 
languages, the idea of the language courses is to further train the students in 
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reading and analysing the pivotal source-texts for the three religious 
traditions in the original languages. Greek, Latin, Hebrew and Arabic 
languages are pivotal for this Programme. However, subject to the 
individual student’s choices and previous abilities, the Programme will 
allow students to study related, but more specialised languages such as 
Aramaic, Coptic, Ge’ez, Georgian or Syriac. It is logical to choose a 
language that can be combined with the Text from a Particular Religion 
module, i.e. students should choose to further their familiarity with a 
language important to the religious tradition that they want to study in the 
Text from a Particular Religion module. The language skills acquired 
should also be used during the third term in the context of the Thesis 
Colloquium with Focus on Methodology and Theory as well as with regard 
to the master’s thesis during the fourth term.  
 
Objective, learning outcome, language 
The student will acquire:  

• The necessary familiarity of such a language to critically evaluate 
scholarly arguments based on the interpretation of texts in this 
language. 

• Comprehensive skills to read, to analyse and to translate texts pivotal 
to the three religious traditions. 

• The ability to demonstrate such skills in practice and to 
communicate such knowledge verbally and/or in writing. 

 
Teaching 
The manner of teaching will be defined and announced for individual 
courses each term before the students are asked to choose between a course 
in interaction, text or language. 
 
Syllabus 
The exact syllabus will vary depending on the complexity of the language 
taught and the availability and complexity of the texts read. The syllabus 
will consist of no more than 30 pages in the original language to be read, 
translated and analysed in detail and supplemented by secondary literature 
and/or primary texts in translation in the amount of no more than 200 pages. 
All of these pages will be defined by the teacher before the beginning of 
each term.   
 
Examination 
The manner of examination will be defined and announced for individual 
courses each term before the students are asked to choose between a course 
in interaction, text or language.      
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4.3.4 The Three Religions in Contemporary Perspective (10 ECTS) 
Introduction 
This module builds on the course The Emergence of Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam (cf. article 4.3.2) and discusses how the religious traditions of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have shaped the role these religions play in 
contemporary society individually and in their interaction. In this module 
students study how the formative periods of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
affect religious beliefs and practices today, but also how traditional beliefs 
and values may be reconsidered in response to the challenges of modernity 
and in the encounter between religions. 
  
Objective, learning outcome 
The students will acquire: 

• Knowledge and understanding of how contemporary Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam interact with the heritage from their formative 
periods and how they interact with one another. 

• Skills in analysing and discussing the use of and challenges to 
formative tradition in the three religions in contemporary society. 

• The ability to demonstrate such skills and communicate such 
knowledge in writing 

 
Teaching 
The teaching will combine: 

• Compact seminar. 
• Tutorials. 
• Distance learning. 

 
Syllabus 
The syllabus will include approximately 1500 pages of mostly scholarly 
literature. Approximately 1000 of these pages are defined by the teacher 
before the beginning of the term. Students doing free exams choose their 
remaining approximately 500 pages. The teacher will define for the students 
doing a fixed exam their remaining approximately 500 pages no later than 
one month before the deadline for submission of the exam paper (cf. article 
5.9). 
 
Examination 
If the student has participated regularly, actively and satisfactorily in a 
course (cf. article 5.2), she or he may choose between a free and a fixed 
written examination. A student failing to fulfil these requirements these 
requirements must sit a fixed written exam. 
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In the free written examination, the student writes a paper of between eight 
and ten pages on a subject, question or material chosen by the student and 
approved by the responsible teacher. 
 
In the fixed written examination, the student is given four days to write a 
paper of between eight and ten pages on a subject, question or material 
provided by the responsible teacher. 
 

4.3.5 Thesis Colloquium with Focus on Methodology and Theory (10 
ECTS) 
Introduction 
This colloquium’s relation to the Master’s Thesis (article 4.3.6) is defined 
in two different ways depending on the Host Institution at which the student 
is registered: 

• At the University of Helsinki and the University of Oslo the 
colloquium is defined as part of the Master’s Thesis, i.e. the 
colloquium and the thesis together constitute one and the same 
module of 40 ECTS credits. 

• At Aarhus University, Lund University and the University of 
Copenhagen the colloquium is defined as a separate module of 10 
ECTS credits.       

 
The purpose of the Thesis Colloquium with Focus on Methodology and 
Theory is to create the best framework for the students to write their theses. 
Apart from further developing their methodological and theoretical skills, 
the purpose of this colloquium is to give the students an opportunity – on 
the basis of their ancient language skills – to focus on a particular subject 
which they advance as the theme of their individual master’s thesis. The 
colloquium gives students an opportunity to develop their ideas in 
discussions with their fellow students as well as the responsible teacher.  
 
Objective, learning outcome 
The students will acquire: 

• Knowledge of central positions in the theory and method relating to 
the study of religion in the ancient world in general and the subject 
of their individual master’s thesis in particular.  

• Skills to work with methods and theories pertaining to the study of 
ancient texts (and to some extent artefacts) as well as to the problems 
involved in the reconstruction of past cultures; to identify and to 
discuss the presuppositions (theoretical as well as ideological) and 
consequences of particular theoretical and methodological choices 
within the disciplines that study ancient texts (and to some extent 
artefacts). 
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• The ability to demonstrate such skills and communicate such 
knowledge in writing. 

  
Teaching 

• Colloquium at individual Host Institutions. 
 
Syllabus 
The syllabus will include approximately 1300 pages. Approximately 450 of 
these pages are defined by the teacher before the beginning of the term. The 
remaining approximately 850 pages are chosen by the student (cf. article 
5.9). 
 
Examination 
Free written exam where the student writes a paper of between ten and 
fifteen pages on the methodological and theoretical aspects of the subject of 
her or his Master’s Thesis; this paper may eventually form part of the 
master’s thesis. 
 

4.3.6 Master’s Thesis (30 ECTS) 
Introduction 
With the master’s thesis, the student completes the Programme with a final 
comprehensive study of one particular subject within the field of the 
Programme chosen by the student and approved by the responsible 
supervisor. The student must complete all other modules before she or he 
can hand in her or his master’s thesis.   
 
Objective, learning outcome 
Through independent work on the subject the student will:  

• Acquire a comprehensive knowledge of the subject matter, the 
relevant scholarly debates and the relevant primary source texts. 

• Be able to comprehensively analyse and discuss the subject matter, 
the scholarly literature and the sources. 

• Relate this knowledge, analysis and discussion in the form of an 
extensive written thesis meeting academic standards. 

 
Teaching 
The student works independently but under supervision. 
 
Examination 
A signed agreement form must be submitted to the Exam Office at the 
Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen. After the Head of Studies 
has approved the contract, the student will be given six months (including 
holidays etc.) to write the MA thesis. 
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When the deadline for submission of the thesis has been set, withdrawal 
cannot take place, and one examination attempt is used, if the student fails 
to submit the thesis within the deadline. 
 
The thesis must include a cover page containing the following information: 
• Full title of thesis 
• UCPH username 
• Name of author(s) 
• Name of supervisor 
• UCPH email 
• Telephone 
• Length of the thesis (number of characters) 
• Statement regarding whether or not the thesis should be made available for 

lending in the library 
 
If the MA thesis is submitted after the set deadline, it will be regarded as a 
used exam attempt. Illness is the only legitimate reason for withdrawal from 
the MA thesis exam. If the MA thesis is not submitted on time, or if it earns 
a grade of 00 or -3, the student must conclude an agreement with the 
supervisor concerning changes to the project outline within the same 
subject area, and the student has a time-frame of three months (incl. 
holidays etc.) to rewrite the MA thesis. If necessary, a third exam attempt 
may take place in accordance with the same rules. In special cases, the 
Study Board may give permission for a change of supervisor in connection 
with a second or third exam attempt. 
 
If the student is prevented from submitting on time due to illness or parental 
leave, a medical certificate or maternity record must be submitted to the 
Study Administration as soon as possible. A new deadline will be set after 
the student’s recovery or completed parental leave. 
 
Length, syllabus requirements etc. of the MA thesis  
A MA thesis has a length of 60-100 pages and is written on the basis of a 
syllabus of 2,000-3,000 pages. The approved syllabus must be attached to 
the MA thesis upon submission. The MA thesis must contain a summary in 
English and additionally contain a one-five page summary aimed at the 
general public. The summaries form part of the total basis upon which the 
MA thesis is assessed. The MA thesis must be submitted in four copies.  
 
The title and the bibliography must be approved by the supervisor. The 
approval form must be submitted along with the completed MA thesis.  
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Assessment etc. 
The exam is with an external examiner, and the assessment is according to 
the 7-point grading scale. Skills in written communication of academic 
content and thesis summaries are part of the assessment criteria. The 
supervisor and examiner prepare a written evaluation of 1-2 pages 
containing a description of the topic of the MA thesis and its treatment, 
emphasising both positive and negative aspects as well as stating the grade 
earned. The Study Administration sends this evaluation to the student no 
later than two months after submission of the thesis. The month of July is 
not included in the calculation of the two months. The student is entitled to 
an interview with his or her supervisor following the assessment.  
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5 Quality assurance 

 

5.1 Exams and external examiners 
Each course will be examined and marked according to the rules obtaining 
in the country and at the institution responsible for the course. This is 
subsequently, except in Norway, translated into the ECTS-grading scale or 
the national system in the country in which the student is matriculated. 
 
Exams covering at least 40 ECTS credits must be passed by the student at 
the Host Institution where she or he is matriculated. 
 
External examiners will participate in the examination of the master’s 
thesis. In the examination of other courses, external examiners will 
participate according to the rules of the Host Institutions responsible for this 
course and exam. External examiners are recruited according to national 
practice. 
 

5.2 Methods of examination 
The following methods of examination are used in the Programme: 

• Oral exam: Here the student is examined, according to the rules 
obtaining in the individual module and at the Host Institution 
responsible for the course, either a) in material and/or a question 
provided by the examiner (fixed oral exam), or b) on the basis of a 
subject and material prepared by the student and approved by the 
teacher (free oral exam). In fixed oral exams, the student is given a 
fixed time for preparation.   

• Written exam: Here the student is required to submit a paper on a 
given date, according to the rules obtaining in the individual module 
and at the Host Institution responsible for the course, either a) on a 
question and/or material provided by the examiner (fixed written 
exam), or b) on the basis of a subject and material selected by the 
student (free written exam). 

  
In some modules, students fulfilling certain requirements may (as stipulated 
in article 4) choose between fixed and free types of exams. Regular, active 
and satisfactory participation in a course is defined as requiring that the 
student: 

• Participates in the teaching-activities for each course as stipulated. 
• Completes the assignments stipulated as part of the curriculum of 

each course. 
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• Exhibits a degree of diligence deemed acceptable by the teacher 
responsible for the course.  

 
The language of oral and written exams is English. 
 
Oral examinations test students’ ability to verbally present a scholarly 
subject, structure a verbal presentation and engage in a constructive 
scholarly dialogue on the subject with the examiner or examiners.  
 
Written examinations test students’ ability to present and discuss a 
scholarly subject in writing in an orderly fashion and in accordance with 
academic standards (concerning e.g. references, quotations and 
bibliography). Papers not complying with the formal stipulations specifying 
length and format as prescribed in article 4 and defined in article 5.9 cannot 
be accepted for examination. 
 

5.3 Registering for courses, exams and re-exams 
Students must register for courses before the new semester begins. It is the 
responsibility of each student to register for compulsory courses and 
elective components within the registration deadline.  
 
The rules for re-examination and examination in case of illness in the 
ordinary exam period follow the rules of the individual Host Institutions 
responsible for any given course and exam. 
 
The Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen 
It is not possible to withdraw from a course after the course registration 
deadline other than in cases of exceptional circumstances. 
 
Students will be registered administratively for the first exam attempt in 
connection with course registration. Students have the option to withdraw 
from the first, second and third exam attempts within the set deadlines, see, 
however, the requirements for continuous study activity and maximum 
programme completion times. 
 
Students are responsible for registering for second and third exam attempts 
and re-registering for the first exam attempt within the set registration 
deadlines. Students decide for themselves when to sit their exam attempts, 
see, however, the requirements for continuous study activity and maximum 
programme completion times. 
 
If a student does not sit an exam he/she has registered for, it shall be 
considered as an exam attempt unless exceptional circumstances apply. If a 



 26 

student does not pass the exam he/she can register for the exam again, as 
you may register for the same exam three times. 
 
Re-examination and examination in case of illness  
If a student is unable to attend or complete an exam due to illness, a 
medical certificate must be submitted to the Exam Office no later than five 
working days after the day of the exam. 
 

5.4 Late withdrawal, late submission, late arrival and absence 
In case of late withdrawal from an exam, late or neglected submission of an 
exam paper or MA thesis, late appearance at or absence from an exam, the 
student will be registered as absent, and it will count as one exam attempt. 
 

5.5 Announcement of the results of examinations 
The results of all exams are conveyed to the student in accordance with the 
rules and regulations obtaining at the Host Institution responsible for any 
given course and exam.  
 
The Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen 
The results of all exams are conveyed to the student at the intranet KUnet.    
 

5.6 Syllabus and definitions of format pertaining to written exams 
The syllabus of the different courses is either defined in its entirety by the 
responsible teacher or made up of one part defined by the teacher and 
another part chosen by the student (cf. article 4). The only divergence from 
this is the master’s thesis, where the entire syllabus is chosen by the student 
subject to the approval of her or his supervisor. For the purpose of assigning 
the syllabus for any given module, a page is normally defined as a printed 
page. The responsible teacher may choose to depart from this general rule if 
many of the pages are abnormally short or long, easy or difficult. 
 
As a general rule, the same syllabus may not be submitted for more than 
one exam. Syllabi for re-exams are exempt from this provision. The class 
instructor is responsible for approval of the syllabus and for ensuring that 
the regulations are complied with and must inspect every syllabus 
submitted by the student for past exams. In cases of doubt, the matter must 
be brought before the Study Board. The student may demand at any time to 
have the matter brought before the Study Board. 
 
For the purpose of stipulating the length of papers for written exams (cf. 
article 4), a page is defined as having 2400 characters including spaces. The 
limit includes notes but excludes bibliography. 
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5.7 Evaluating procedures 
The teaching of each course is evaluated in accordance with institutional 
procedures at the Host Institution responsible for the course. 
 
Reports on these evaluations are forwarded to the Programme Committee. 
The Programme Committee subsequently reviews the reports in its own 
report and takes them into account when making proposals for adaptations 
of the Study Plan and future Annual List of Courses. 
 

5.8 Requirements for good academic practice  
The University of Copenhagen’s requirements for scientific integrity apply 
to all written and oral exams as well as written assignments. The University 
regulations concerning exam cheating appear in the disciplinary regulations.  
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6 Exemptions, credit transfers and requirements for study activity 
 

6.1 Recognition of prior credits and exemptions 
Upon application by a student, the Faculty of Theology, University of 
Copenhagen, may decide to approve of elements from another national or 
international university education on a master level and stipulate that this 
equals specified modules as described in this Study Plan (cf. article 2.2).  
 
When prior credits are recognized for parts of the Programme, they are 
transferred with the same grade, which the student obtained if credits are 
transferred from the University of Aarhus. If credits are transferred from a 
university outside Denmark, they are transferred without grade e.g. 
passed/failed. 
 
An application for exemption concerning a specific course or examination 
should be directed to the Host Institution responsible for this course. Such 
applications are subsequently dealt with in accordance with the rules and 
regulations obtaining at the Host Institution. 
 
Application for exemption directed to the Faculty of Theology, University 
of Copenhagen, should be directed to the Study Board. 
 
Upon the request of a student in the Programme, any application for 
exemptions or recognition of prior credits or any complaint lodged 
according to institutional procedures at any given Host Institution will be 
forwarded to the Programme Committee, which then has the right to 
comment. However, the decision rests at the Host Institution in accordance 
with its own procedures. 
 

6.2 Credit transfer upon admission and re-enrolment  
Applicants are required to provide information about and apply for credit 
transfers for passed examinations on all previous unfinished Master 
Programmes. This disclosure requirement applies to admission to the 
Religious Roots of Europe Master’s programme and re-enrolment on later 
programme levels. Credit evaluations are an academic matter conducted by 
the Study Board. 
 

6.3 Requirements for continuous study activity 
Students must, as a minimum, pass exams for a total of 45 ECTS credits 
each study year. The requirement is administered as an accumulated study 
activity requirement.  
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Students must be given the opportunity to sit three exam attempts in courses 
from the study year in question before they can be disenrolled from the 
programme. As a result, students who, after the end of a study year, have 
not passed the accumulated number of ECTS credits in accordance with the 
study activity requirement will be notified of the time by which they must 
fulfil the study activity requirement in order to remain on the programme. 
Students in this situation will be offered student counselling. 
 

6.4 Maximum programme completion times 
Students enrolled as per 1 September 2016 or later must have completed 
their master’s degree programme within the prescribed time + one year. 
Students who have not completed their programme within the maximum 
completion times will be disenrolled from the university. 
 
Transitional arrangements for students enrolled on the master's degree 
programme before 1 September 2016: 
 
Students enrolled in the master’s degree programme as per 1 February 2016 
must have completed the programme no later than 31 January 2020. 
Students enrolled in the master’s degree programme as per 1 September 
2015 must have completed the programme no later than 31 August 2019. 
Students enrolled in the master’s degree programme as per 1 February 2015 
must have completed the programme no later than 31 January 2019. 
Student enrolled in the master’s degree programme as per 1 September 
2014 or earlier must have completed the programme no later than 31 
August 2018. 
 

6.5 Exemptions and Dispensations  
An application for exemption concerning a specific course or examination 
should be directed to the Host Institution responsible for this course. Such 
applications are subsequently dealt with in accordance with the rules and 
regulations obtaining at the Host Institution. 
 
Upon the request of a student in the Programme, any application for 
exemptions or recognition of prior credits or any complaint lodged 
according to institutional procedures at any given Host Institution will be 
forwarded to the Programme Committee, which then has the right to 
comment. However, the decision rests at the Host Institution in accordance 
with its own procedures. 
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Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen 
Application for exemption directed to the Faculty of Theology, University 
of Copenhagen, should be directed to the Study Board. Under special 
circumstances, the Study Board may grant exemptions and dispensations 
from the rules in the Study Curriculum that are set out by the Study Board 
itself.  
 
If a student needs to depart from the rules on courses and exams, they can 
apply to the Study Board for an exemption. Previous decisions on 
exemption cases can be seen in the minutes of the Study Board’s meetings, 
which can be found via the webpage. The dates for upcoming Study Board 
meetings can be found via the Faculty’s webpage.  
 
The Study Board may grant an exemption from the study activity 
requirement if a student is an elite athlete, an entrepreneur, chairman of a 
voluntary organisation under the Danish Youth Council or in 
cases of exceptional circumstances, for example in cases of disability. 
 
The Study Board may grant an exemption from the maximum completion 
times for completing the master's degree programmes, in cases of 
exceptional circumstances, for example in cases of disability.  
 
Special exam conditions  
In exceptional circumstances (e.g. documented disability or disease), 
students can apply for special exam arrangements (e.g. extended 
preparation time). Students who require special exam arrangements can 
apply to the Study Board.  
The deadlines for applications for special exam arrangements are 1 April 
and 1 November.  
The exception to this deadline is exemption applications due to 
emergencies.  
 
Applications for exemptions  
Applications should be sent or emailed to the Study Board. All applications 
must include:  
- Name of applicant  
- UCPH username  
- Address  
- UCPH email address  
- Phone no.  
 
Requirements for documentation  
In case of illness and/or disability, the application must be accompanied by 
a doctor statement containing the following:  
1) Confirmation of the illness and diagnosis  
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2) Assessment of to what extent you are able to study (for instance ¾ time 
or half-time)  
3) Confirmation of the time frame for the exemption (a semester, 
throughout the whole programme or any other). 
 

6.6 Complaints  
Complaints pertaining to a particular course or exam should be directed to 
and processed by the Host Institution responsible for the course and exam, 
according to the regulations and procedures obtaining in that country and at 
that Host Institution. Complaints pertaining to the general Programme 
should be directed to and processed by the Host Institution where the 
student submitting a complaint is matriculated, according to the regulations 
and procedures obtaining in that country and at that Host Institution. 
 
Each Host Institution informs all foreign students in the Programme who 
are examined at that institution about the regulations and procedures for 
complaints obtaining in that country and at that Host Institution. 
 
Complaints pertaining to a particular course or exam at the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Copenhagen, should be directed to the Dean of the 
Faculty of Theology. Complaints pertaining to exams should be submitted 
no later than two weeks after the assessment has been issued. 
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7 Studying in a joint programme and student representation in the 
Programme Committee  
 

7.1 Studying in a joint programme 
The five Host Institutions offer a joint Programme but not a joint degree.  
 
Students are matriculated at the Host Institution to which they have been 
admitted with equal rights and obligations as other students at this Host 
Institution. Students admitted to the Programme will thus only be subject to 
fees in accordance with the regulations of the Host Institution at which the 
student is matriculated if fees are demanded from such students in other 
programmes. Each Host Institution will supply appropriate information to 
the matriculated students. Each Host Institution has facilities to assist 
international students in finding accommodation, but it is the students’ own 
responsibility to do so. Although the language of the Programme is English, 
all Host Institutions will endeavour to provide foreign students with 
introductory courses in the national language and culture, depending on 
capacity. 
 
Students will be subject to the regulations and procedures of the Host 
Institutions responsible for the courses and examinations. They will be 
provided with the same academic resources and support services that are 
available to all students matriculated at the Host Institution. 
 

7.2 Student representation in the Programme Committee 
The two student members of the Programme Committee (cf. above) are 
elected for one year from the student population of the Programme by the 
students once a year before the end of December. Elections will normally 
be organised at compact seminars. In the first year after the launch of the 
Programme two first-year students are elected. In subsequent years the first 
year students will elect a first-year student while second year students will 
elect a second-year student. 
 
The student representation in this joint body of the Programme supplements 
the student representation in relevant bodies of the individual Host 
Institutions.  
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8 Definitions 
 

8.1 Study Plan 
The Study Plan is a plan prepared by the Programme Committee and 
approved by all Host Institutions that states the Programme’s structure, core 
contents, curriculum at a general level, the expected and demanded learning 
outcome, the progression of students within the Programme, admission 
requirements, admission procedures (subject to national legislation and 
institutional procedures obtaining at each Host Institution), forms of 
teaching and examination and procedures for student complaints (subject to 
national legislation and institutional procedures obtaining at each Host 
Institution). The Study Plan is structured in modules. 
 

8.2 Module 
Modules are parts of the Study Plan outlining at a general level the core 
content of these parts of the Programme, their place in (the sequence of) the 
Programme, the expected and demanded learning outcome, form of 
teaching, and examination. In individual years, different courses are offered 
by different Host Institutions on different subjects and by different teachers 
conforming to the overall stipulations of the individual modules.     
 

8.3 Course 
A course is the specific implementation by one or more teachers teaching 
and examining students in any given year or term of the stipulations in the 
Study Plan concerning an individual module. A course must comply with 
all the regulations of the Study Plan pertaining to the relevant module. A 
course is offered by one Host Institution responsible for that course. 
Although teachers from more than one Host Institution may be involved in 
any particular course, only one Host Institution is responsible and actually 
offers the given course. Every individual course and the teacher or 
instructor assigned to it must be approved by the Programme Committee 
and the responsible Host Institution offering the course.    
 

8.4 Annual List of Courses 
On a yearly basis, an annual list of all courses covering all the modules 
stipulated for any given year is prepared by the Programme Committee and 
approved by all the Host Institutions. 
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8.5 Compact seminar 
One of the forms of teaching stipulated in the Study Plan for individual 
modules is called a “compact seminar”. A compact seminar is a seminar 
where teachers and students meet for a number of days and are engaged in 
the learning process. If the teaching of a particular course includes a 
compact seminar, the student must participate in this in order to be allowed 
to choose between the fixed and free examination. 
 
As is the case with the other forms of teaching and with the syllabus, 
compact seminars are means whereby students can obtain the skills and 
knowledge prescribed for individual modules (their objectives) and 
whereby students can progress towards meeting the overall aims of the 
Programme. In addition, compact seminars are important for the cohesion 
of the Programme and for creating and maintaining an international milieu 
for students and teachers.   
 

8.6 Tutorial 
One of the forms of teaching stipulated in the Study Plan for individual 
modules is called a “tutorial”. A tutorial is a colloquium where a number of 
students taking the same course and typically residing in the vicinity of the 
same Host Institution meet under the supervision of the teacher or an 
instructor (e.g. a PhD-student) to discuss parts of the syllabus and 
assignments and/or to prepare presentations. 
 
As is the case with the other forms of teaching and with the syllabus, 
tutorials are means whereby students can obtain the skills and knowledge 
prescribed for individual modules (their objectives) and whereby students 
can progress towards meeting the overall aims of the Programme. In 
addition, the tutorials are important for creating and maintaining a study 
milieu at individual Host Institutions.       
 

8.7 Distance learning 
One of the forms of teaching stipulated in the Study Plan for individual 
modules is called “distance learning”. Distance learning is a form of 
teaching exploiting technology, e.g. the internet.  
 
As is the case with the other forms of teaching, and with the syllabus, 
distance learning is a means whereby students can obtain the skills and 
knowledge prescribed for individual modules (their objectives) and 
whereby students can progress towards meeting the overall aims of the 
Programme. In addition, distance learning is important for creating and 
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maintaining contact between teacher and student and between students at 
different Host Institutions. 
 

8.8 Course assignments and reading diary 
Course assignments are presentations, papers or reading diaries prepared 
and delivered by students during the term in response to questions posed by 
their teacher or as a progress report on the syllabus read. The teacher’s 
approval of such specified course assignments gives the student the 
opportunity to choose between a fixed and a free examination. 
 
As is the case with the other forms of teaching and with the syllabus, course 
assignments are means whereby students can obtain the skills and 
knowledge prescribed for individual modules (their objectives) and 
whereby students can progress towards meeting the overall aims of the 
Programme. In addition, course assignments enable both teacher and 
student to monitor and evaluate the progress towards these objectives and 
the overall aim. 
 
An example of a course assignment is a reading diary. A reading diary is a 
diary kept by the students over the progression of their studies. It should 
reflect the impact of the different parts of the syllabus (the scholarly 
literature or the sources) and the growing understanding of how these relate 
to each other, contributing to the student’s attaining the specified learning 
outcome of the module and the course. 
 

8.9 Exam 
An exam is a formal test of whether – or to what extent – any given student 
in any given course has obtained the learning outcome (objectives, i.e. skills 
and knowledge) stipulated in the Study Plan for the module in which that 
course is offered.           
 

8.10 Matriculated 
When a student is formally admitted to a Host Institution this student is said 
to be matriculated at this Host Institution. 
 

8.11 Teacher 
A teacher is a member of the faculty of any Host Institution participating in 
the Programme, or any competent authority who is selected by a Host 
Institution to offer a specific course in the Programme. All teachers 
participating in the Programme are approved by the Programme Committee. 
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8.12 Instructor 
An instructor can be a faculty member or a PhD candidate affiliated with 
any Host Institution participating in the Programme. All instructors 
participating in the Programme are approved by the Programme Committee 
for the specific course assigned to them. 
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